
prestigious of the annual recognitions, was 
presented to Denise Johnson.  A ten year 

employee of the Orange Grove Center, 
Denise works in the Accounting 
Department. While the many direct 
support professionals that work 
directly with OGC clients deserve 
much praise, this year’s Wanda 
Fleming Award recipient brought into 
focus the beneýts of also bestowing 
accolades on those who work quietly 
and diligently behind the scenes. 
Denise’s role in Accounting is a critical 
one that helps the overall operation 

o f  O r a n g e 
G r o v e  C e n t e r 
run smoothly. A 
Supported Living 
s t a f f  m e m b e r 
commented  that 
“Denise  a lways 
remains calm under 
pressure when we 
are  c lammering 
up  to  he r  desk 
for just one more 
emergency check 
request...Denise 
“gets it”; she 
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Orange Grove Center Celebrates Founders’ Day
150 staff members and  volunteers recognized for exemplary service

     n Tuesday, December 5, 2006, Orange 
Grove Center celebrated its annual 
Founders’ Day at the Bessie 
Smith Hall with a luncheon and 
dinner enjoyed by the Center’s 
staff, board members, volunteers 
and friends. Founders’ Day is 
an annual event set aside to 
remember and honor the fine 
men and women who with 
a determined, pioneer spirit 
and tons of  sweat equity were 
responsible for the genesis of the 
Orange Grove Center. They were 
truly heroes on a self-propelled mission to 
change the future for children and adults 
challenged with intellectual disabilities 
and developmental delays. With this 
subliminal, historic backdrop, Founders’ 
Day has come to be a time to offer tribute 
to exemplary employees, volunteers and 
board members, heroes each one, whose 
heroism is played out daily by tirelessly 
coming to work ready to serve OGC’s 
clients or through speciýc acts of selþess 
valor.

The Wanda Fleming Award, the most 
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see Founders’ Day on pages 4 & 5

Denise Johnson receives the 
Wanda Fleming Award




